
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Sea Lion – Neophoca cinerea 
Description 
 
The Australian Sea Lion takes it name from the mane-like sandy yellow area on the back of 
the head of the male seal. Both sexes have a large head and a long, tapered muzzle. The 
male’s fur darkens from silver grey to dark brown with age on top and a tan to pale yellow 
underneath. Females are silver grey to fawn on the back and creamy coloured underneath. 
Male sea lions are considerably larger than females and grow to about 2.5 metres in length 
and weigh 300kg. Females grow to about 1.8m in length and 105kg. Pups are born with a 
chocolate brown fur, which is lost after the first moulting phase. They have an average life 
span of 17-25 years. 
 
Australian Sea lions are “eared” seals and are quite agile on land. Unlike true seals they use 
their front flippers for propulsion with the rear flippers acting as rudders. The difference 
between sea lions and true seals is most apparent when looking at their skeletal structure. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



Threats 
The Australian Sea Lion is listed as vulnerable in Australia and endangered globally. They 
were hunted almost to extinction in the late 18th and early 19th century for their pelt with 
population numbers remaining low since this time. Currently the biggest threats to 
Australian Sea Lions are gillnets used by commercial fisheries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
Australian Sea Lion breeding colonies are only found on a small number of remote areas of 
coastline and offshore islands in South Australia and Western Australia. The entire 
Australian estimated population is between 9900 to 12,500, however numbers are not 
increasing. The largest colonies are found on Kangaroo Island and Dangerous Reef (near Port 
Lincoln) in South Australia. They once bred in the Bass Strait, but the entire population was 
wiped out by the sealing industry. 
 

  

Breeding 
Females reach sexual maturity at approximately 3 years of age with males at about 6 years 
of age. Males keep harems of 4-30 females. They have an unusual breeding cycle of 18 
months and pups are born over a period of 4-6 months making births highly unsynchronized. 
The females give birth and then are mated by the male shortly after this time. The mother 
seal forages offshore returning to shore every couple of days to nurse her pup. The mother 
keeps nursing until approximately one month before the arrival of the next pup at which 
time the older pup can stay with the family group but will no longer be nursed.  

Food  
Australian Sea Lions feed on fish, squid, octopus, cuttlefish and Little Penguins. They 
generally feed in shallow waters no deeper than 40 metres. 

Useful References; 
Seal Bay – National Parks SA https://www.sealbay.sa.gov.au/australian-sea-lion 
Seal Conservation Society https://www.pinnipeds.org/seal-information/species-information-
pages/sea-lions-and-fur-seals/australian-sea-lion 
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