
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lon g-nosed Fur Seal – Arctocephalus forsteri 
Description 
The long-nosed fur seal has a grey-brown coat, paler underneath with long pale whiskers 
and dark tan ears. It is an “eared” seal and along with sea lions are members of the 
Otariidae family. Adult males are much larger than females and grow to about 2.5m in 
length and weigh up to 150kg, three times as much as the female which grows up to 1.5m in 
length. Males especially have a long-pointed nose with a black tip. Although very difficult to 
tell the difference between the Australian fur seal and the long-nosed fur seal they are 
slightly smaller, have a much darker colouration and the head is a concave shape. 

Threats 
Between 1800 and 1830 the species was hunted to near extinction for their pelts. Their 
numbers remained very low for almost 140 years but are gradually building up. The species 
is listed as vulnerable. 
 

 

Distribution 
The long-nosed fur seal is found in Western Australia, South Australia, Tasmania and New 
Zealand. Most of the Australian population is found in South Australia, between Kangaroo 
Island and the Eyre Peninsula. They generally prefer rocky outcrops and are rarely seen on 
sandy beaches. Australian populations are estimated at 100,000. 
 
 

Breeding 
Mating occurs from mid-November to mid-January and females return to the same breeding 
site each year. Males return in October and establish territories defended through 
vocalisations, threatening displays and sometimes physical fighting with other males. 
Females give birth and then 6-8 days later are ready to mate again. Pups are usually weaned 



around 10 months of age. Females give birth from 4-6 years and live up to 26 years. Males 
sexually mature at 5-6 years of age and hold territories and mate from 8-9 years and live up 
to 15 years.  
   

Food  
Feeds mainly on fish, cephalopods and seabirds such as penguins. 

Useful References; 
 
Environment SA 
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/plants-and-
animals/Living_with_wildlife/seals/frequently-asked-questions 
 

Shaugnessy, P.D. Goldsworthy, S.D. & Mackay, A.I, 2015, The long-nosed fur seal 
(Arctocephalus forsteri) in South Australia in 2013–14: abundance, status and trends, 
Australian Journal of Zoology 63(2): 101-110. 
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.1071/ZO14103 
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